In the case of larval trematodes, very frequently it is necessary to determine their death in large number with a limited short time.
For this purpose, the method 1) is inconvenient because very often the initial sign of the degenerating process can only be recognized a certain time after the cell died. With method 2) the result is very often uncertain as the stopping of cell movement is not always coincide with its death.
With the method 3) or 5), the difference in color between the living and the dead cells is often sufficient for a reliable diagnosis of death, but the technic is too much complicated for the present purpose.
And the method of 6), 8) or 9) necessitates several costly apparatus or complicated treatments, although the reactions are sharp and accurate.
So the author tried to apply a classical simple method combining 3) with 4) proposed by Luyet (1937) .
The principle of this method is as follows :
First apply a solution of neutral red which penetrates both the living and the dead cells and then add a KOH solution to them. So KOH enters into the dead cells only and modifies the color of the stain.
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The author applied this method with slight modifications on various larval trematodes; miracidia of Fasciola hepatica, cercariae and miracidia of Schistosoma japonicum, cercariae of Exorchis major, Cercaria incerta Faust, 1924, and Cercaria nipponensis Faust, 1924, and always was able to obtain good results. Table 1 showed the results by this method compared with those of ciliary and flame-cell movements on miracidia of liver fluke. One hundred moving miracidia were first treated by one per cent NaCl for five min.
Before treatment the body cilia and flame-cells of all miracidia were moving.
By these pretreatments among 100 miracidia none were moving their body cilia and 13 were moving their flame-cell cilia. Then the medium was washed out by centrifuging (2500 RPM/3 min.) and the miracidia were stood for about five min. No ciliary movement was able to be observed in all miracidia while in 81 among 100 miracidia flame-cell movement was observed.
When applying the neutral red-KOH reaction on these 100 miracidia 97 took a bright red tint and proved to be living.
Indeed, after leaving materials treated by the same procedure for about 30 min., usually about 90 to 100 per cent miracidia were observed swimming. Thus the present method is considered to be more accurate and convenient than that by the observation of ciliary or flame-cell movement, and proved to be able to apply not only for cells but for larval trematodes. The modified procedure is as follows : Mix equal volume of medium containing larvae and freshly prepared 0.1 per cent aqueous solution of neutral red with stirring and agitation.
Thirty sec. to one min. later, add one-half volumes of 0.1 per cent KOH solution into the mixture. After these simple procedures the living organisms take a bright red tint ( fig. 1) 
